
 

ONLINE RATING INSTRUCTIONS 

Step 1. Set up your ‘Save and continue later’ link  

This will allow you to return to your work later. You will receive a personalized survey link in 

your email.  

 

Step 2. Choose your policy areas to rate 

 

We ask that you choose at least four policy areas. After you conduct your ratings, you will be 

asked if you would like to rate further policy areas. When you select a policy domain, you will be 

asked to rate the federal government as well as all of the provincial and territorial governments 

that are participating. For each domain, there will be a number of different policy types of 

elements that you will be asked to rate. 

 

Step 3. Review the instructions  

For those of you who participated in this process in Canada in 2017, we have a slight change in 

the process. This year, we are asking that you compare the quality of government policies and 

actions in Canada to the Good Practice Statements that have been developed for Food-EPI. In 

previous waves, we have rated against the International Benchmarks. Our feedback has been 

that this was often difficult, as the international benchmarks are not always strong or 

comprehensive, and this introduced some additional subjectivity. Other countries doing Food-

EPI have also noted that there is often a lack of empirical data on whether the benchmarks are 

really ‘best’. The approach of rating against Good Practice Statements is now increasingly 

common in other countries doing Food-EPI as well.   



   

The instructions highlight 3 elements to consider:   

1.  Quality of government policies/actions compared to the ‘Good Practice Statement’ 
• How comprehensive are the policies/actions? 
• Are all aspects of the good practice statement incorporated? 
• Effectiveness / likely effectiveness in relation to the good practice statement? 

2.  Extent of implementation with respect to the ‘policy cycle’ Consider all component 
of the ‘policy cycle’, including: 

• agenda setting and initiation 
• policy development  
• implementation 
• monitoring and/or evaluation 

3.  Assessment should be carried out based on the policy information provided (Found 
in the "Policy details" section) only. These details have been verified by government 
officials to the extent possible. 

 

 

Step 4. Read Food-EPI Vision Statement for your first Policy Domain  

 

You will see a brief description of how many indicators there are in the domain, and then a 

Food-EPI Vision statement that outlines what the ultimate goal might be within that policy area. 

This sets the stage for your rating.  

 

 

Step 5. Read the Good Practice Statement, Definitions and Scope and 

International Examples  

The Good Practice Statements are the targets for what we hope governments would do for a 

specific policy.  

The Definitions and scope and International Examples can be found by clicking the box. You 

have the option of un-clicking this box again to hide this content. The Definitions and Scope will 

show you what is considered in the indicator. You will want to look at this for each indicator you 

rate, but it will remain the same for Federal, Provincial and Territorial policies. We have also 

compiled a series of International Examples that will give you a taste of how other countries or 

jurisdictions have implemented promising policies or actions.  
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Step 6. Read the Policy Details 

The Policy Details will appear with a grey background. This information has been validated to 

the extent possible by the respective governments.   

 

 

 

 



   

Step 7. Rate the policy 

When you are rating the policy, we ask that you return to the criteria we talked about earlier.  

1.  Quality of government policies/actions compared to the ‘Good Practice Statement’ 
2.  Extent of implementation with respect to the ‘policy cycle.’ Consider all 
components of the ‘policy cycle’.  

 

 

I know the next question is: what exactly does a policy that is 41-60% implemented represent? 

This is what we are asking YOU to decide. A policy that receives 41-60% could be a really strong 

policy or program but only in the policy development stage, or it could be a somewhat mediocre 

policy that doesn’t meet all the elements of the Good Practice Statement, but it is well 

implemented and evaluated. We rely on your expertise to decide where each policy falls on this 

rating scale.   

Policies on the lower end of the scale (0-20%) would be weak and/or early in the stages of the 

policy cycle. For policies that are 81-100%, policies that touch upon all of the criteria in the 

Good Practice Statement and fully implemented. 

It is also helpful to make sure that your ratings indicate differences between provinces and 

territories. For example, if there is a policy in place in Quebec, and no other policies in other 

provinces, this should be evident in your ratings.  

 

 

Step 8. Complete ratings for indicators for Federal/Provincial/Territorial 

governments for your policy domains 

This may seem like a long process, but in many instances, there are no policies in place or 

policies are relatively similar and this helps the ratings move along relatively quickly.  

 



   

Step 9. Consider rating other policy domains 

It is our hope to have as many policies rated by as many experts as possible. If you can take a bit 

more time to rate another policy domain or two, it would be hugely appreciated.  

 

Step 10. You did it!  

Thank you for taking your time to participate in Food-EPI rating process, we very much value your 

expertise. I hope it may be an opportunity to learn more about food environment policy in Canada. If 

you have questions about the process, don’t hesitate to reach out to myself and the team and we will be 

happy to support you in any way we can. I look forward to connecting with you all in the workshops! 

 


